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Bending Toward Justice
The Birmingham Church Bombing that Changed the Course of
Civil Rights

Doug Jones; foreword by Rick Bragg

The story of the decades-long fight to bring justice to the
victims of the 16th Street Baptist Church bombing, culminating
in Sen. Doug Jones' prosecution of the last living bombers.

On September 15, 1963, the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham,
Alabama was bombed. The blast killed four young girls and injured twenty-two
others. The FBI suspected four particularly radical Ku Klux Klan members. Yet
due to reluctant witnesses, a lack of physical evidence, and pervasive racial
prejudice the case was closed without any indictments.

But as Martin Luther King, Jr. famously expressed it, "the arc of the moral
universe is long, but it bends toward justice." Years later, Alabama Attorney
General William Baxley reopened the case, ultimately convicting one of the
bombers in 1977. Another suspect passed away in 1994, and US Attorney Doug
Jones tried and convicted the final two in 2001 and 2002, representing the
correction of an outrageous miscarriage of justice nearly forty years in the
making. Jones himself went on to win election as Alabama’s first Democratic
Senator since 1992 in a dramatic race against Republican challenger Roy Moore.

Bending Toward Justice is a dramatic and compulsively readable account of a
key moment in our long national struggle for equality, related by an author who
played a major role in these events. A distinguished work of legal and personal
history, the book is destined to take its place alongside other canonical civil
rights histories like Parting the Waters and Mississippi Burning.

DOUG JONES is a US Senator who has made finding common ground a hallmark of his tenure. In
2017, he became the first Democrat to win a Senate election in Alabama since 1992. As U.S.
Attorney for the Northern District of Alabama from 1997 to 2001, JONES prosecuted two former
Ku Klux Klan members for their roles in the racially-motivated 1963 16th Street Baptist Church
Bombing that took the lives of four girls. He also secured an indictment against Centennial Olympic
Park bomber Eric Rudolph.
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Truth in Our Times
Inside the Fight for Press Freedom in the Age of Alternative
Facts

David E. McCraw

David E. McCraw recounts his experiences as the top
newsroom lawyer for the New York Times during the most
turbulent era for journalism in generations.

In October 2016, when Donald Trump's lawyer demanded that The New York
Times retract an article focused on two women that accused Trump of touching
them inappropriately, David McCraw's scathing letter of refusal went viral and
he became a hero of press freedom everywhere. But as you'll see in Truth in Our
Times, for the top newsroom lawyer at the paper of record, it was just another
day at the office.

McCraw has worked at the Times since 2002, leading the paper's fight for
freedom of information, defending it against libel suits, and providing legal
counsel to the reporters breaking the biggest stories of the year. In short: if
you've read a controversial story in the paper since the Bush administration, it
went across his desk first. From Chelsea Manning's leaks to Trump's tax returns,
McCraw is at the center of the paper's decisions about what news is fit to print.

In Truth in Our Times, McCraw recounts the hard legal decisions behind the
most impactful stories of the last decade with candor and style. The book is
simultaneously a rare peek behind the curtain of the celebrated organization, a
love letter to freedom of the press, and a decisive rebuttal of Trump's fake news
slur through a series of hard cases. It is an absolute must-have for any dedicated
reader of The New York Times.

DAVID E. MCCRAW is Deputy General Counsel at The New York Times, where he has worked
since 2002. He provides legal counsel to the newsroom regarding libel, freedom of information,
court access, litigation and news-gathering. Previously, he was Deputy General Counsel of The New
York Daily News. He conducts workshops and performs pro bono work for freedom of press and
information around the world. He is an adjunct professor at the NYU School of Law and a visiting
lecturer at Harvard Law School.
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